
WOODHOUSE ALLOTMENTS 

Plot inspection September 2014: summary 

 

In a break with tradition, this time we are sending letters out to ALL members following September’s 

plot inspection. So you may get a letter or email which simply says, Congratulations, your plot is 

looking splendid. Or there be some specific areas on your plot which need attention. 

 

And many plots do look splendid. We have collected up some of the most attractive plants and 

planting found on site into a new gallery on our website at www.woodhouseontheweb.org.uk. 

 

However, there are some parts of the site where standards are falling short. Please read the 

following overview from the plot inspection and make sure your plot doesn’t suffer from any of the 

following. 

 

Rubbish 

By far the biggest problem we have at Woodhouse Allotments is the build-up of rubbish on people’s 

plots. This is unacceptable for the following reasons: 

1. It is unsightly. 

2. It is a fire hazard. We have had two fires on this site already this year and in both cases were 

extremely lucky that the damage and injury caused was not more serious. 

3. It attracts vermin such as rats. 

4. It hinders cultivation. You can’t grow vegetables in an area covered with plastic bags and old 

bits of metal. 

 

We have no problem with the re-use of materials on-site but the degree to which rubbish, 

particularly inorganic materials such as plastic and glass, is being left to pile up behind (and inside) 

sheds and in undergrowth is alarming. 

 

Good gardening practice involves the prompt removal of waste and rubbish combined with the use 

of a well-managed compost heap to break down organic matter. 

Ideally, all plotholders should pack out their own rubbish. If that is impossible, we can help with the 

disposal of rubbish in the following ways: 

1. Rubbish to be burnt, ie, cardboard, wood, dry vegetative material, can be placed on a 

bonfire area on designated plots. We will circulate a list of the designated bonfire areas 

shortly. 

2. A skip will be provided for rubbish that is unsuitable for bonfires, eg, plastic, metal, or glass. 

Only rubbish from your plot can go into this skip and the skip will be monitored while it is on 

site. It is planned that the skip will be available over the weekend over October 25th-26th. 

 

On-site hazards 

Some plots contain hazards lying in wait for the unwary. Broken glass, especially sheets of glass half-

hidden in undergrowth, low thin metal posts being used as edging for raised beds, tools left lying 

around on plots – all of these could cause serious injury for plotholders and the incautious visitor. 

 

Please have a look around your plot for hazards such as these and remove any that you find. 

 

http://www.woodhouseontheweb.org.uk/


Pathways and access to plots 

It is a requirement of the society that your plot should be accessible. It should have a clearly marked 

path on either side of the cultivated area, and also a clear area to the front and to the rear. It should 

be possible to walk around the perimeter of any individual plot on the site, even those which border 

the external fence. 

 

While the paths on each side of the plots are generally well-maintained, and the area at the front is 

generally taken care of with the roadway or the grass path, the access to the rear of plots is 

frequently blocked – by sheds, other structures, rubbish (see above), compost heaps and/or bramble 

thickets. 

 

We are prepared to be flexible in the case of sheds, so long as there is a clear way around the front 

of the shed back to the path at the rear again. But in every other instance, there should be a metre 

of cleared space that can be constituted as a path between the boundary fence and the rear of your 

plot, or in the case of the plots between the roadway and the grass path, there should be a clear 

path between the rear of your plot and the rear of the plot above or below it. See the diagram below 

if this is not clear. 

 

Fig 1. Good plotkeeping 

 
 

Also related to this, do not put up a fence to divide your plot from your neighbour. The path should 

serve as a boundary. And, if you have two adjoining plots, please retain the path dividing the two 

original plots. Do not dig up the path to create some kind of super-plot. 

 

Boundaries 

Please don’t lean anything – rubbish, fenceposts, whatever – against the boundary fences. We need 

to maintain the fences in good condition for as long as possible. 

 



Those who have plots on the tarmac roadway should leave a 60cm strip between the tarmac and the 

edge of their plot. This should be uncultivated but kept trimmed. This helps to maintain the roadway 

and will minimise the repair costs we will incur in the medium to long term. 

 

Cultivation 

The Society rules state that 67% of the area on a plot should be cultivated for growing fruit, 

vegetables, herbs and flowers. The committee is generally ready to be flexible about the precise 

amount so long as there is evidence of cultivation and the plot is kept neat and tidy. 

 

Areas that are left uncultivated should still be managed. There are parts of the site, especially near 

boundary fences, where brambles and ivy have made areas completely inaccessible. An untrained 

bramble patch does not count as cultivation. 

 

Structures 

A shed, greenhouse, or polytunnel each count as a temporary structure. The rules of the society 

state that any one structure should not exceed 2.45m x 3.65m (8ft x 12ft) and the total area of these 

structures should not be more than 20% of the area of the plot. 

 

In addition, members should also consider any access issues and the effect on plot neighbours (do 

take the opportunity to consult with them!) before choosing a site for a new structure. In any case, 

please consult with a member of the committee before outing up a new structure so that we can 

advise on siting and sizing. 

 

 


