
WOODHOUSE ALLOTMENTS 

Tree survey September 2014: overview 

We combined the September plot inspection with a survey of the trees on-site in anticipation of 

engaging the services of a tree surgeon to remove or prune those trees which have now grown too 

large and are overshadowing plots, or which are diseased or dying. We will be consulting with the 

tree surgeon regarding which trees need the most urgent attention and we may carry out the work 

in stages. 

If you have, on your plot or close by, a tree marked with red and white tape, please do not move or 

remove it. 

This tape marks the tree as a case for consultation with the tree surgeon. It does not mean that the 

tree will definitely be removed, or pruned. It may be that the tree surgeon believes the tree is best 

left in place. We are also taking into account the wishes of plot holders, so if you have contacted us 

to ask that a tree be pruned or removed, then we will make sure that the tree surgeon is aware of 

this. 

The majority of the trees marked for attention fall into one of the following categories: 

1. Self-seeded ash trees which have now become too large for the surrounding area and are 

overshadowing plots or bearing down on sheds, other structures or boundary fences. 

2. Conifers which have likewise become too large for the surrounding area. 

3. Trees which are dead or dying and have largely become support structures for ivy to grow 

up. 

4. Trees with branches directly overhanging a shed or other structure to the extent that they 

could damage it, especially if we have another stormy winter. 

 

Please note that some trees on or surrounding the allotment site are subject to a Tree Protection 

Order (notably the large oak trees). These cannot be removed. 

It is not our intention to remove trees which are clearly under cultivation for their fruit or nuts 

except for one or two cases where the affected plotholders have requested their removal. 

The tree surgeon will require access to the marked trees and further access if the tree is to be 

pruned or removed. Many of the over-large, overhanging trees are at the back of plots or close to 

boundary fences, and members will need to clear an access path to the marked trees on their plot. 

This may mean clearing rubbish or moving stored items. Details of the access required should be in 

your plot inspection/tree inspection letter. 

If you can pack out your own rubbish, that would be ideal. We can help with the disposal of rubbish 

in the following ways: 

1. Rubbish to be burnt, ie, cardboard, wood, dry vegetative material, can be placed on a 

bonfire area on designated plots. We will circulate a list of the designated bonfire areas 

shortly. 

2. A skip will be provided for rubbish that is unsuitable for bonfires, eg, plastic, metal, or glass. 

Only rubbish from your plot can go into this skip and the skip will be monitored while it is on 

site. It is planned that the skip will be available over the weekend of October 25th-26th. 

 



Please make sure you dispose of your rubbish whether or not you have an issue with trees. It is a 

rule of the allotment society that rubbish must not be allowed to build up on plots and at the 

moment there are far too many plots at Woodhouse Allotments where rubbish is being kept. 

 

We will endeavour to keep you informed with dates for tree surgery consultation and, following 

that, an update on which trees are to be removed or trimmed.  


